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Becoming an expert in the siting of a nuclear power plant was an unexpected journey facilitated by the 

(TWAS) Italy fellowship awarded in 2013. This PhD fellowship provided me with the opportunity to pursue 
advanced research in India for four years. 

trajectory, I am compelled to recount the serendipitous moments and formidable challenges that shaped my 
journey.

Energy Research and Development (CERD) and, by extension, the activities of the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA). My understanding of the roles and capabilities of a geophysicist within my home institution 
in Nigeria was serendipitously revealed during the experimentation processes of my PhD research project 
(Figure 1). This exploration illuminated the profound impact geophysicists can have on the fundamentals of 

Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organisation (CTBTO) mandate.
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Figure 1. Experimental studies with the research team in India (A), while the instructor demonstrates 
using Multichannel Analysis of Surface Wave equipment (B)
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me to delineate how the CSIR-TWAS PhD Fellowship programme contributed to my professional growth and 

My professional journey commenced at the CERD. Initially employed as a geochemist, I spent six years 

analysis of samples for heavy metals percentage compositions. However, a pivotal moment occurred in 
2014 when I joined the CSIR-North East Institute of Science and Technology (NEIST) and enrolled in the PhD 

AcSIR

One fateful day in August 2014, while at the Geoscience and Technology division of CSIR-NEIST, discussions 

for geophysical investigations to identify potential sites for Nuclear Power Plants devoid of seismic or 
related natural hazards in Nigeria, I formulated the topic: “

,” which eventually became my PhD research title.

(i) 

(ii) There is no functional seismological station in Nigeria,

(iii) 

(iv) Since such a study is regionally based, securing the funds to achieve the stated objectives and goal of 
the research. 

Figure 2. Snapshots from the invited lecture on suitable Nuclear Power Plant sites in Nigeria
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Indian Institute of Remote Sensing (IIRS), Dehradun. The rigorous training at IIRS enhanced my expertise in 

in nuclear power plant siting.

Upon returning to Nigeria, my newfound expertise garnered recognition, leading to an invitation from 

public lecture on suitable sites for constructing nuclear power plants in Nigeria (Figure 2). This experience 
epitomised the culmination of my professional journey, underscored by the transformative impact of the 
CSIR-TWAS PhD Fellowship on my career trajectory.

often faced by recipients of this esteemed fellowship is the separation from their families during their tenure 
in India. 

During the initial eight months of my PhD program in India, I grappled with instability and distractions due to 

which proved instrumental in restoring stability and mental balance. Having my family by my side, I fully 
immersed myself in my research program. Indeed, the provision for married scientists to access fellowship 
with their families would undeniably enhance the performance and well-being of awardees. By fostering a 
supportive environment that values family unity, the TWAS-CSIR Fellowship program can empower scientists 

In conclusion,
for scientists from the developing world. By offering access to an optimal research environment, state-of-the-
art equipment, and invaluable exposure, this fellowship empowers scholars from the global south to cultivate 

economic and societal challenges prevalent in the global south. Moreover, the TWAS-CSIR PhD Fellowship 

challenges, promoting sustainable development and progress in the global south, ultimately contributing to 
a brighter future for societies worldwide. 


