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Introduction

The global push for energy transition and the need to secure the supply of critical minerals have reignited the 
interest in seabed mining for these minerals. Nonetheless, deep-sea mining remains contentious due to its 
potential environmental repercussions on the pristine deep-sea ecosystems. Mining activities in the seabed 

Part XI Agreement, the ISA comprises political organs (the Assembly and the Council), expert organs such 
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management approach, utilising Regional Environmental Management Plans (REMPs) as area-based 
1 The 

as the precautionary approach, the protection and preservation of the marine environment and environmental 

the science-diplomacy nexus.2 

processes to achieve desired outcomes. An effective science-diplomacy nexus should create the necessary 
conditions for two processes2

(contractors, NGO), falling under the realm of Science Diplomacy’s  element. This paper 

Development of the CCZ Regional Environmental Management Plan

October 2007, aimed at deliberating the delineation of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) where seabed mining 
activities would be prohibited.3  Central to this discussion were the principles of ecosystem-based management 
and the geospatial analysis of physical, biological, and social datasets3

th session.4 

and coordination with existing contractor obligations, forming a group of ecological and legal experts from 

In the 15th 5 and decided to convene a 

6, which was recommended 
th

review and critique the proposal and any new data and information from the contractors. Subsequently, the 
Secretariat informed the Council that no further data had emerged in the interim7, leading to the Council’s 

th session in 2012, to be implemented over an initial three-year period.8

of the draft REMP to the Council, and the co-evolved diplomacy occurred during the two Council sessions 
where the draft REMP was negotiated. 

Analysis of the Science-Diplomacy Nexus 
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5

Thirdly, efforts were made to minimise the socioeconomic impacts of the proposal, aiming to maintain 
3 These considerations 

Conclusion

showcasing the effectiveness of the process. This success can be attributed to the participatory nature of the 

socioeconomic impacts. 

related activities in the Area, also contributed to the success of the process.

In our opinion, this case study illustrates the conditions necessary for an effective science-diplomacy 
nexus to thrive. A comparative analysis with other instances of science in diplomacy could offer valuable 
insights into the challenges faced by this dimension of Science Diplomacy.
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