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Introduction
Imagine a magical key that not only opens doors to the world of education but also lets you discover a 
wealth of cultural exchange and soft power. This unique key, in my case, is represented by the international 
academic mobility program DAAD (Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst). International scholarships 

citizens.1 It leads to soft power transition through cultures, values and policies that are essential for the 
relationship with the strategically important partner countries.2 This type of public diplomacy helps to ‘build 

2,3

DAAD is one of the largest funding agencies in the world, with an estimated 775 million Euros annual 
budget in 2022. It has supported approximately three million academics through the student mobility 
programme globally since its inception in 1950.4,5 The organisation, born in 1925 and reestablished in 1950, 
aims to internationalise higher education by strengthening a worldwide network of scholars and institutions 

4,5 Its roots in India date back 

Nepal, Bhutan and Sri Lanka and operates through seven information points.6

According to the DAAD annual report (2022), the agency funded over 140,000 academics in 2022 in various 
subjects, including engineering, natural sciences, language, economics and music.5 In 2022, 1998 Indian 

to study in the Indian higher education system.5 

2022, this community became the largest foreign student group, with approximately 43000 individuals. This 

increasing appeal of Germany as an educational destination for Indian students.7 Dr Philipp Ackermann, 
the German Ambassador to India, acknowledged this trend, stating, “German universities are very keen on 
having Indian students. They have a very good reputation in Germany.”8 This sentiment reflects the strong 

academic mobility programs like DAAD for endorsing global education partnerships.

Germany: A Popular Destination for International Students
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Germany one of the most desirable destinations for foreign students.9,10 Germany now stands as the third 
11 

Germany.11 International PhD students comprise one-fourth of the total doctoral students in Germany.11 
Besides, the residents of Germany have welcoming behaviour towards the immigrants and their cultures, 
making Germany a safe country for foreigners. 

Figure 1. Organisation and funding of DAAD at a glance (Source: DAAD Annual Report 2022)

DAAD Scholarship for the Professional Development
International scholarship, like DAAD, aims to secure trustworthy global partners for future collaborations.12 

show a positive attitude towards future relations with Germany or German institutions, such as 95% of the 
respondents desired close communication with German nationals, 96% agreed for future cooperation with 
German organisations, and 83% would like to work in German institutions in their home countries.12,13 

This scholarship has a transformative effect on the careers of its recipients. Many DAAD scholarship 

German education system.12-14 This improvement is also reflected in those who studied management at the 
postgraduate level; for instance, 70% of DAAD alums holding management responsibilities compared to 59% 
self-funded peers.12,13 Additionally, more than 75% of former DAAD fellows found similarities between their 
current professions and the courses they availed, contrasting with 63% of the self-supported individuals.12,13 

a job. 
The DAAD extends support to universities in developing countries to internationalise the higher education 

system and reform academic institutions. For example, 50% of the College of Basic Sciences, University of 
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alums for a productive cause.12,13 

My Journey with the DAAD Scholarship 
15, in 2020, during the 

COVID-19 pandemic and started my doctoral studies in 2021 at the Friedrich Schiller University (FSU) Jena, 

Jena belong to the student community.
 My research project, titled ‘Impacts of land use and cover changes on the demography and behaviour of 

Indian desert gerbil Meriones hurrianae Sustainable 
Development Goals

16 

and unrestrained grazing16 on the ecologically important prey species, the Indian desert gerbil (Meriones 
hurrianae), in the Great Indian desert. 

My project involves collaboration between the FSU and the Wildlife Institute of India (WII), Dehradun. FSU 
is responsible for providing the necessary funds for the project while WII is hosting the doctoral candidate 

Rajasthan, India. The DAAD scholarship has been instrumental in supporting me throughout my journey, 

Besides, we have collaborated with the Institute for Stem Cell Biology and Regenerative Medicine (inStem), 
Bangalore and the Indian Institutes of Science Education and Research, Kolkata (IISERK), to complete the 

Figure 2. Research Poster at the Student Conference on Conservation Science Cambridge 2023
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project objectives within the proposed schedule. The local people of Jaisalmer, Rajasthan, worked in this 

to gather essential data for the project. On the other hand, those people received temporary employment, 

Figure 3. Training facility of ‘Small mammal ecology group’ at Jena

Moreover, FSU supports me by providing theoretical and practical knowledge. For example, I have 
received training on capturing small mammals and collecting biological samples from them in the facility 
situated in Jena. I am applying those advanced techniques to the Indian desert gerbil in the Thar desert. 
The University of Jena also provided me with training on lab animal experiments, which ensures ethical 

17 18 helped me understand that following 

Designing and conducting studies in the Thar desert, managing the funds for the project, collaborating 
and communicating with scientists and working with people from rural India are offering me partial autonomy 

India with greater responsibilities. 
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