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In a world where knowledge transcends borders, international science fellowships have emerged as 
indispensable catalysts for the progression of science and technology. These transformative programs not 
only nurture the talents of researchers and innovators but also break down the barriers that often restrict 
the flow of expertise and ideas. In this issue of the Science Diplomacy Digest, we delve into the remarkable 
impact of international science fellowships and explore the journeys of individuals whose lives have been 
forever changed by these opportunities.

Fellowships, at their core, serve as conduits for global collaboration. They create dynamic environments 
where individuals from diverse backgrounds converge to exchange ideas, share knowledge, and access 
invaluable resources. The result? A fertile ground for innovation that transcends geographic boundaries. 
Through fellowships, we witness the melding of minds and the fusion of perspectives, leading to 
groundbreaking discoveries that propel science and technology.

Within the pages of this issue, we highlight the experiences of scholars from diverse backgrounds, 
including TWAS-CSIR and DAAD awardees. They share the invaluable impact of their fellowships, from 
access to world-class research infrastructure to fostering open-minded research communities. These 
stories bear testament to the power of international fellowships in shaping not only careers but also the 

journey to India with a CSIR-NIIST laboratory through the TWAS-CSIR Postgraduate Sandwich Fellowship. 

navigating administrative hurdles to immersing in a new culture and language, his journey was marked 

mentoring the next generation of scholars. His story resonates with the countless individuals whose lives 
have been similarly enriched through international science fellowships.

Yet, as we applaud these remarkable achievements, we must also consider areas for improvement. The 

of foreign students, should not go unheeded. Suggestions for enhancing outreach campaigns, mentoring 
programs, and collaborations at the local level are crucial steps toward fostering inclusivity. We must also 

In conclusion, international science fellowships can potentially transform lives, communities, and the 
world at large. They stand as beacons of collaboration, innovation, and progress. As we continue to champion 
these programs, let us heed the stories and recommendations of our fellows, ensuring that the pathway 
to knowledge remains open and accessible to all. In doing so, we not only advance science diplomacy but 
also contribute to a brighter, more interconnected future for all.

Lastly, we present a report on the Science Policy and Diplomacy Meet organised by CSIR-NIScPR with 
the theme “Science Diplomacy for Sustainable Development.” This event served as a robust platform for 
discussions on science diplomacy, science policy, and international collaborations—all vital in advancing 
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