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Table S1 — Species identifying characters along with fin formulae 

Species Name Identifying characters Fin formula 

Boleophthalmus  
dussumieri 

- Body very elongate, and eyes are small 
- Body depth 6.9-7.1 times in standard length 
- Eyes diameter 6.5-6.9 time in head 
- Scales minutes, 123-125 in the longitudinal series 
- Greyish-violet in colour, caudal fin black 

D V+I 26; A I 25; P i 17-18 

Ilisha megaloptera - Body deep, its depth 2.8-3.1 times its standard length 
- Belly with 31-33 scutes 
- Eyes large 
-Dorsal fin inserted near midpoint of body 
- Dorsal profile dark, anal fin margin black 

D iii 15; A ii 48-50; P i 16; V i 6 

Aulopareia ocellata - Body compressed posteriorly 
- A pair of short barbels on the chin 
- Pre-dorsal scales about 25 
- Longitudinal scale count 29-31 
- Whitish-grey fish, darker on dorsal half of head and body 

D VI I 9-I, 10; A I 8; P 19-20 

Tenualosa ilisha - Body fusiform, deep and compressed 
- Belly with 31-32 scutes 
- Head length 3.4-3.5 times in standard length 
- Caudal fin moderate 
- A dark blotch behind the gill opening, followed by a  
series of small sports along the flanks 

D iv 14-15; A ii 17-18; P i  14; V i 7 

Thryssa stenosoma - Body compressed and slender, its depth 3.9-4.1 times in 
standard length 
- Belly with 27 scutes 
- Black, brown in colour, fins and belly silvery 

D iii 12; A iii 42-43; P i 12; V i 6  

 


