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Supplementary Figures
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Fig. S1 — (a) Sand bar exposure during low tide, and (b) Submerged condition during high tide; (c¢) Wave pattern on the western side,
and (d) Wave pattern on the northern side of the coral mound
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Fig. S2 — (a) The NHO Chart 2005 showing a bathymetric representation of the island's surroundings, offering a general overview of the
depth profile of the study area. No coral rubble islet formation was observed in 2005, and therefore, it is not depicted on this chart.
However, the new islet indicated by NHO in this figure appears to be one of the land masses located adjacent to Manoli Island; and (b &
c¢) Unidentified terrestrial plant species growing in the middle of the coral mound
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Fig S3 — Schematic diagram of the coral mound showing the distribution of branching and massive corals
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Fig. S4 — Elevated temperatures recorded from the Mandapam region (Data retrieved from GHRSST)
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Fig. S5 — Current velocity profile around the study location over a decade, indicating downward flow of currents towards the southern
side of the GoM (Data from OGCM). Black dot represents the study site
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Fig. S6 — A decade wind pattern data across the study location showing slightly perpendicular movement towards the northern side
of the GoM (Data from OGCM). Black dot represents the study site



