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Thar: Decreasing biodiversity, increasing desertification
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Abstract

The Thar Desert, also known asthe 'Great Indian Desert' istheworld's 17th largest and 9th largest undul ating desert covered with sand dunes.
It coversabout 4.5% of thetotal geographical areaof India. Almost every plant found in thisareahas various human useful importancefromthe
medicinal and religious point of view. Ancient rural livelihood knowledge systemsreflect time-tested techno-scientific knowledge with aproven
track record of sustainability, especially during natural hazards, such as drought and famine. However, traditional cultural and socio-religious
valuesarerapidly declining under theinfluence of the desert ecosystem, materialistic outlook, industrialization and devel opment. The grasslands
andrarebiodiversity of theAravalli region have slowly reached the verge of extinction, by the end of which the mountain will beleft with only a
structure of stonesand rocks. To understand the reasonsfor the rapid expansion of thisdesert, the present study discussesthe disparitiesinthe
vegetation of different parts of Rgjasthan. Also, programs conducted from timeto time by the Central / State Governmentsto prevent desertifi-
cation and conserve forests are marked. All of these will contribute in understanding the history of desertification in India and identifying
appropriate counter measures.



118

TR
Rafq, R 1@ Sy

Y T A 71% W HEEER Td S 29% A
g9 &, e 33% AW weEmwE ¥, oR fad #
A 20% AEEIA & Wi & | T qAr Wil qag B
qEEIA B SAEasad Tel ¢, g fava @ gew e
TEEI SThidsh, I% § SrBied &1 fava § s\s
TEE UE i € S Wi e €, g S T A aui qer
AT B I Ueh STl FHMATY BNl & | TEEa &l arar
AT g & SAER W A AW FT, IO Hieefig
qELLT, SUISOT FHiegeffg werea quar ofia
Fiedeir weeaa § afieha fopar mam &) e & ar
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A & TRt T B & I AT 2 AT € | gt &
ST T [ g % HROT Tef o AT § af-eh 3T
MR SR ST BNl & | AW f9RT & Stihel & STER
FE AT ® F Jas AR Haa & 7 100 F 500
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T F@r S 8| T Fidl b wE, e SJergfd J
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gfyal ART T IR AEEA AIAT TS AR YT
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FAfts b 9 AeEEE a9T QA 9T wH e 9
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7 s T ¥ g8l aifte adf & 15 9§
FH T\ T [T B THI @ HT MEA F T BT AR
P & qHY 32 B A & BT YA & H 52°C Th
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SR & Bl oA dral oo 61, e Sgm @&
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TR AN 3R SAefT qed & B2 THBRI G I
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S 1 39T & | 39 STATAT, hell A 31, Fha 37
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senegal), @7 (Acacia catechu), 31fE vq@ 21 (Fr=r-2) |
ST BT T TeAqol & P HROT S GdTEa, S it
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(&) @R AT .
= v paal S

e—

| (7M) H (Azadirachta indica)
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#1900 forHT* Tom AR Ry § 1262 A1 T Ha 3000
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frrafea e &g w2 o fasfag & 21 g & gt
AT & Y AEEIR0T Bl aa & & fog
ST qAqETAr & IEOT d AEsgedl ¢ | gid
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T & H[A a7 & % T 38.16% AW H foega & 1 39
YPR & a9 § G &0 § T A 9 a7 g
STHARTY 3T £ |

2. G 3TET W a9 & TH YR & a1 T 4 T
LR 9 9 faIT 61 =0T 2iar & S1fuq 9 a9 1 e
TR TRl T AT] T b1 SAATT qH-T9d I STl
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